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This article is actually a letter written in response to a question 
posed by an Australian who inquired about CMC’s position 
regarding involvement in politics. The author, David I. Miller, 
has served CMC over the years in many ways—as a pastor in 
Flint, Michigan; president of Rosedale Mennonite Missions, 
General Secretary of Conservative Conference, and as one 
of the writers of our Statement of Theology. David presently 
serves as Conference Historian.  —cs

�'�H�D�U �(�U�L�F�� 
�� �7�K�L�V �L�V �L�Q �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H �W�R �\�R�X�U �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�� �7�R �Z�K�D�W �G�H�J�U�H�H �D�U�H 
�P�H�P�E�H�U�V �R�I �W�K�H �&�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�Y�H �0�H�Q�Q�R�Q�L�W�H �&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �H�Q�F�R�X�U��
�D�J�H�G�� �G�L�V�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G �L�Q �U�H�J�D�U�G�V �W�R �W�K�H�L�U �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W �L�Q �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�" 
�/�H�W �P�H �W�K�L�Q�N �R�I �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W �L�Q �W�K�H �I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �Z�D�\�V�� ������ �K�R�O�G�L�Q�J 
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �R�I�I�L�F�H�� ������ �L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �S�R�O�L�F�\ ������ �D�Q�G 
�Y�R�W�L�Q�J��

Holding Government Office 
�� �,�Q �V�R�P�H �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q �F�L�U�F�O�H�V �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �D�Q �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V �R�Q �L�Q�I�L�O��
�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �Z�L�W�K �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q �E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�U�V �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �L�Q�M�H�F�W 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q �Y�D�O�X�H�V �L�Q�W�R �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �7�K�D�W �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V �L�V �E�H�V�W �X�Q�G�H�U��
�V�W�R�R�G �I�U�R�P �D �3�U�R�W�H�V�W�D�Q�W �D�Q�G �&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G 
�E�\ �W�K�H �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q �V�W�D�W�H �F�K�X�U�F�K �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �D�Q�G �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�� �, �G�R �Q�R�W �V�H�H 
�W�K�D�W �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V �D�V �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H �R�I �&�0�&�� 
�� �*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �L�V �*�R�G�·�V �J�U�D�F�L�R�X�V �J�L�I�W �W�R �K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\ �W�R �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H 
�R�U�G�H�U �U�D�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�Q �D�Q�D�U�F�K�\ �H�Y�H�Q �L�Q �X�Q�U�H�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H �V�R�F�L�H�W�\ �D�Q�G 
�W�K�X�V �P�D�N�L�Q�J �O�L�I�H �O�L�Y�H�D�E�O�H�� �7�K�D�W �R�U�G�H�U �L�V �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G �E�\ �Z�L�H�O�G�L�Q�J 
�W�K�H �V�Z�R�U�G�� �D �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q �Q�R�W �D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G �E�\ �-�H�V�X�V �W�R �+�L�V �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�U�V 
�D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R �W�K�H �6�H�U�P�R�Q �R�Q �W�K�H �0�R�X�Q�W �D�Q�G �W�K�H �1�H�Z �7�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W�� 
�7�K�L�V �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W �S�U�H�F�O�X�G�H �D�O�O �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W �L�Q �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q��
�W�D�O �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �7�K�H �S�R�V�W�D�O �P�D�L�O �F�D�U�U�L�H�U �D�Q�G �W�K�H �S�X�E�O�L�F �V�F�K�R�R�O 
�W�H�D�F�K�H�U �D�U�H �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V �R�I �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\ �Y�L�R��
�O�D�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �.�L�Q�J�G�R�P �R�I �*�R�G �S�U�H�G�L�F�W�H�G �E�\ �-�R�K�Q �W�K�H �%�D�S�W�L�V�W �D�Q�G 
�X�V�K�H�U�H�G �L�Q �E�\ �-�H�V�X�V�� �<�R�X �P�D�\ �K�D�Y�H �Q�R�W�H�G �W�K�H �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�Q �´�7�K�H 
�6�W�D�W�H�µ �L�Q Conservative Mennonite Statement of Theology�� �<�R�X 
�K�D�Y�H �Q�R�W�H�G �D�O�V�R�� �, �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�� �W�K�H �W�H�U�P�L�Q�R�O�R�J�\ �L�Q �W�K�H �6�F�K�O�H�L�W�K�H�L�P 
�&�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q �������������� �´�R�X�W�V�L�G�H �W�K�H �S�H�U�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �&�K�U�L�V�W���µ �7�K�H 
�(�Q�J�O�L�V�K �W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q �U�H�D�G�V�� �´�7�K�H �V�Z�R�U�G �L�V �R�U�G�D�L�Q�H�G �R�I �*�R�G �R�X�W��
�V�L�G�H �W�K�H �S�H�U�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �&�K�U�L�V�W���µ 

Influencing Government Policy 
�� �&�0�& �Q�H�L�W�K�H�U �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�V �Q�R�U �R�E�M�H�F�W�V �W�R �D�S�S�H�D�O�V �W�R �J�R�Y��
�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V �R�Q �L�V�V�X�H�V �R�I �H�W�K�L�F�V �D�Q�G �I�U�H�H�G�R�P �R�I �F�R�Q��
�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �$ �U�H�O�X�F�W�D�Q�F�H �L�Q �W�K�H�V�H �D�U�H�D�V �P�D�\ �V�W�H�P �I�U�R�P �V�H�H�N�L�Q�J 
�W�R �D�Y�R�L�G �D�Q �H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �F�D�Q �E�\ �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�L�]�H�G 
�D�V �&�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�L�Q�H �V�R�X�J�K�W �W�R �G�R�� �$�Q�G �\�H�W�� �W�K�H�U�H �P�D�\ �E�H �W�L�P�H�V �R�I 
�D�S�S�H�D�O �W�R �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V �Z�K�H�Q �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V 
�Y�L�R�O�D�W�H �W�K�H �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q �F�R�Q�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H �R�U �H�[�D�F�H�U�E�D�W�H �W�K�H �S�O�L�J�K�W �R�I �W�K�H 

�S�R�R�U �R�U �I�D�L�O �W�R �D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U �M�X�V�W�L�F�H�� �6�X�F�K �D�S�S�H�D�O�V �P�X�V�W �E�H �P�R�W�L��
�Y�D�W�H�G �E�\ �O�R�Y�H �Z�L�W�K �D �Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V �W�R �V�X�I�I�H�U�� �L�I �Q�H�H�G �E�H�� �U�D�W�K�H�U 
�W�K�D�Q �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �G�H�P�D�Q�G�V �D�Q�G �S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�V �R�I�W�H�Q �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K 
�S�X�E�O�L�F �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V �D�U�H �F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H 
�1�H�Z �7�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W �W�R �E�H �L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�V �R�I �O�R�Y�H�� �$ �F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q �W�R �E�H 
�L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�V �R�I �M�X�V�W�L�F�H �L�V �Q�R�W �J�L�Y�H�Q �Z�L�W�K �H�T�X�D�O �F�O�D�U�L�W�\�� �:�L�W�K �W�K�H 
�V�W�D�W�H�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �M�X�V�W�L�F�H �L�V �W�K�H �U�X�O�H�� 

Voting 
�� �7�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�� �Y�R�W�L�Q�J �L�Q �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V �Z�D�V �G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�H�O�\ 
�G�L�V�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G �L�Q �&�0�& �F�L�U�F�O�H�V�� �$�V �Z�L�W�K �K�R�O�G�L�Q�J �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W 
�R�I�I�L�F�H �D�Q�G �D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�P �L�Q �L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �Y�R�W�L�Q�J �Z�D�V �V�H�H�Q 
�D�V �W�K�H �Z�U�R�Q�J �D�U�H�Q�D �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �W�R �H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H �W�K�H �.�L�Q�J�G�R�P �R�I �*�R�G�� 
�/�L�N�H�O�\�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H�U�H �Z�H�U�H �W�K�R�V�H �F�D�V�H�V �R�I �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q �E�\ 
�&�0�& �S�H�R�S�O�H �L�Q �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q �&�0�& �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �D�Q�G �L�Q �&�0�&�·�V �S�U�H��
�K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �,�Q �U�H�F�H�Q�W �G�H�F�D�G�H�V�� �Y�R�W�L�Q�J �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �V�H�H�Q �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\ �D�V 
�D�Q �D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�U �R�I �-�H�V�X�V�� �6�L�P�S�O�\ �S�X�W�� 
�L�Q �U�H�J�D�U�G �W�R �Y�R�W�L�Q�J �E�\ �&�0�&�H�U�V�� �V�R�P�H �G�R �D�Q�G �V�R�P�H �G�R�Q�·�W�� �/�H�W 
�P�H �D�W�W�H�P�S�W �W�R �V�W�D�W�H �D �U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�H �I�R�U �H�D�F�K �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� 
�� �5�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�H �R�I �W�K�H �Q�R�Q���Y�R�W�L�Q�J �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�� �&�H�D�V�D�U�·�V �I�X�Q�F��
�W�L�R�Q �L�V �R�X�W�V�L�G�H �W�K�H �D�U�H�Q�D �R�I �I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V�K�L�S �D�Q�G 
�W�K�X�V �W�K�H �-�H�V�X�V �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�U �U�H�I�U�D�L�Q�V �I�U�R�P �K�H�O�S�L�Q�J �W�R �S�X�W �K�L�P �L�Q�W�R 
�R�I�I�L�F�H�� �&�H�D�V�D�U �L�V �&�H�D�V�D�U�� �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �V�Z�R�U�G �L�Q �K�L�V �K�D�Q�G �R�U �V�K�H�D�W�K�� 
�Z�K�H�W�K�H�U �K�L�V �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �E�H �W�R�W�D�O�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q �R�U �G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F�� �(�Y�H�Q �L�Q 
�D �G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F �V�R�F�L�H�W�\�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V �J�D�L�Q �R�I�I�L�F�H �W�K�U�R�X�J�K 
�V�X�E���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q �W�D�F�W�L�F�V �R�I �J�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �Y�R�W�H�V�� �:�K�\ �V�K�R�X�O�G �D �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H �R�I 
�-�H�V�X�V �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H �L�Q �W�K�H �8�Q�L�W�H�G �6�W�D�W�H�V �R�I �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�� �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� 
�L�Q �H�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J �D �S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J �W�K�D�W �K�H �Z�L�O�O �E�H �W�K�H �F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U 
�L�Q �F�K�L�H�I �R�I �W�K�H �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�" 
�� �5�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�H �R�I �W�K�H �Y�R�W�L�Q�J �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�� �7�K�H �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\ �D�Q�G �W�K�H 
�S�H�R�S�O�H �I�D�U�H �E�H�V�W �Z�K�H�Q �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �O�H�D�G�H�U�V �D�U�H �S�H�R�S�O�H �R�I �L�Q�W�H�J��
�U�L�W�\ �Z�L�W�K �S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V �Z�K�L�F�K �X�S�K�R�O�G �U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V �D�Q�G �J�L�Y�H �I�U�H�H�G�R�P 
�W�R �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �0�L�O�L�W�D�U�L�V�P �L�V �Q�R�W �W�K�H �R�Q�O�\ �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q 
�R�I �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �D�Q�G �D �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �F�D�Q �E�H �P�D�G�H �W�R �W�K�H �F�R�P��
�P�R�Q �J�R�R�G �D�Q�G �W�K�H �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q �F�D�X�V�H �E�\ �K�H�O�S�L�Q�J �W�R �S�X�W �L�Q�W�R �R�I�I�L�F�H 
�S�H�R�S�O�H �R�I �P�R�U�D�O �L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\�� �%�H�O�L�H�Y�H�U�V �Z�K�R �G�H�F�O�L�Q�H �W�K�H �L�Q�Y�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q 
�D�Q�G �X�U�J�L�Q�J �R�I �D �G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F �V�R�F�L�H�W�\ �W�R �Y�R�W�H �P�D�\ �E�H �U�H�P�L�V�V �L�Q 
�W�K�H�L�U �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V �D�V �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V �K�H�U�H �R�Q �H�D�U�W�K �D�Q�G �P�D�\ �I�D�L�O �W�R 
�E�H �W�K�H �V�D�O�W �R�I �W�K�H �H�D�U�W�K�� �2�X�U �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S �L�Q �K�H�D�Y�H�Q �V�K�R�X�O�G �Q�R�W 
�L�P�P�R�E�L�O�L�]�H �X�V �D�V �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V �R�Q �H�D�U�W�K�� 
�� �,�W �L�V �P�\ �L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �D �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W �Q�X�P�E�H�U �R�I �&�0�& 
�S�H�R�S�O�H �Y�R�W�H �L�Q �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �D �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W �Q�X�P�E�H�U �G�R 
�Q�R�W�� �6�R�� �W�R �Z�K�D�W �G�H�J�U�H�H �D�U�H �P�H�P�E�H�U�V �R�I �W�K�H �&�0�& �H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G�� 
�G�L�V�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G �L�Q �U�H�J�D�U�G�V �W�R �W�K�H�L�U �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W �L�Q �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�" �, �W�K�L�Q�N 
�\�R�X �Z�L�O�O �G�H�W�H�F�W �W�K�D�W �&�0�& �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W �H�Q�J�D�J�H �L�Q �D �K�L�J�K �G�H�J�U�H�H �R�I 
�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W �R�I �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W �D�Q�G �E�U�L�Q�J�V �D �K�L�J�K�H�U 
�G�H�J�U�H�H �R�I �G�L�V�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W �I�R�U �V�R�P�H �N�L�Q�G�V �R�I �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W��
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